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Thursday 28th January 2021
Dear Parents and Carers
I hope everyone is keeping well during this frustrating time.  
I have some nature ideas from various websites that I have below, to give ideas for spending time in the great outdoors, when the weather is ok!
Go on a nature hunt 
A DIY nature hunt is a good all-round outdoor activity to keep busy and will provide an opportunity to learn about wildlife in your local surroundings – even if it’s just your garden. 

You can draw up a list of plants, flowers and animals to try and spot – and even customise it to things your child might like. If your child is into creepy-crawlies, go digging for worms. Or have them look for pine cones, squirrels or even listen out for robins and other birds.
In school over the years. We have made bug hotels and used natural materials eg leaves for art work, both of which would be possible at home.
Bird Identification Apps

There are a number of apps available for phones and tablets, which identify birds from their song alone.  It is a great way to identify birds, and impress others by knowing the identity of bird song.

Grow Vegetables

Vegetables can be grown outdoors or inside, and watching them sprout up with your children is a great way to introduce them to gardening. With spring not far off, now is the perfect time to get planting. Vegetables such as broccoli, cabbages, and leeks will stand through the tough winter weather.
Teach your children about the great outdoors with a skill that will be useful to them right through into adulthood – when they become plant-parents themselves. Whether you have a garden of your own or space to sow indoors – there’s always a way to get green-fingered and grow a myriad of small plants or herbs. 

Build a Bird Feeder

If you want to show respect for all creatures great and small and have your children learn, you can build a bird feeder together. You could even combine this with the idea of a nature hunt, teaching them to look out for different species of bird which may come for a snack. Cbeebies has great guidance on making your own birdfeeder. 
Paint Pebbles

Pebble art is a great – and cheap – way to exercise some artistic freedom. Simply create your designs and dot them around walking trails or parks for people to find – you’ll brighten up their day.
Learning with Sir David Attenborough
Let David Attenborough explain all about the wonders of the natural world through his BBC education addition. The legendary presenter will explain topics such as oceans and animals, with lessons available on BBC Bitesize Daily, BBC IPlayer and BBC Red Button, including his latest ‘Perfect Planet’.  Also, Winterwatch with Chris Packham and the team has returned to BBC2, the iplayer and CBBC.
Make a mud kitchen 

Whether you knock up a temporary kitchen setting out of wood or you just rely on imagination, mud kitchens provide hours of entertainment for little ones and can actually help them with physical skills, language, imaginative play, and encourage social interaction. 

Stargazing Apps
There are a number of apps which identify stars and constellations based on your locality, you just need a clear night or evening!

Also, we are lucky in our area to have flocks of geese flying above us, and the nightly starling gathering in our skies.  

I hope these ideas are of some use.

Yours sincerely
Mr P Eaton
Headteacher
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